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aper since tTie

I havs heen excited avout writing this

e

assiznment was given . As I expected it has been a learning
exverience I will never forget, and one I home to share with
my other family membters. 1 viewed thils assignment as my

olden opportunity to get to know my grandparents. It

r

was impossible for me to only include my Nana, Kary Intwistle,

vecause my grandfather, Horman Entwistle, was such a srevalent

8
A

nart of Nzna's life.

After fifty-one years of life together they presently
reside in St. Catharines Ontario, Canada in the sane hore

thev moved into in 1932 when they wvere married. Due to
+he distance tetween us, they never played an influencia
role in my 1ife. All I can remember from ny Nana's
vigits in my childhood was when she got upset because ny
sister, brother, and I didn't finish all of the fobd on our
plates. She used the "starving children in India" as motiva-
tien for us to swallow ocur food. It didn’t make much
cemme to me because I never reazlly knew what an "India”
VAT .

is it turns out, ilary 3Zeaitrice Zvans was born in
"ombay, india on lecember 1h, 1927, She was the third and
final daughter of Georze Vickers Dvans and Harriett Beatrice
Dominy. Harriett Dominy's family had settled in Indisa

1

in 183%. Remerbering her grandparents, Nana boasted thatl
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cf Jainmau, -z doesn't remanber much aboutl ner own Izvasr

2= ne cled in 1910 cof cholera.
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thougn Nana was too young to remember much of her 1ife

in Indiz she explained tne tuvation involving the British
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colonization. The natives' way of thinking was entirely

ifferent from that of the British. At one time in Indi
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it was even considered 21l right to kill screcne cof
religion. Human life was not considered sacred. As well as
value differences, the Indians were poor and had very little
or nothing to live on. The British tried %o remedy the
conditions and succeeded over wide areas, but there are
~illions of veople even now in India that can't be reached.
Nana expresced how marvelous Ghandl wasg, and even he

couldn't reach everytody.
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Ain event Nana does remember in India was at age 2% .
Nana's "ayah" (nursemald) ran to Harrlett Zvans screaning
frantically. Nana's mother didn't Xnow what exactly was wrong,
but she grabbed a gun and ran out to the garden with the ayah.
In the gardsn she found her youngest daughter, Hary, having a
tug-of-war with a cobra. The cobra was trying to swallow a
frog, and ana was pulling at the freg's legs trying to

from its fate. Harriett promptly shot the snake, and

Secause Nana's mother was a widow in a poor nation

cult for them to stay in India. Nana, her

| omd

it was 4iff

™

two sisters, and her mother moved 1o England and settled



jana's memory of JJorld liar I was vague. She renemnters
when airplarnes were first teing used and pedple watched out
or moonli ~ %t nizhts in case & stray plane came arocund and
bombed theﬁ, wut not one did. Cheltenhém wag congidered a
"health spa", and belween the years 1914-1918 there were
nozplitals in every large house for the-wounded soldiers. As
a child, Nana and her friends would go to the train station and
watch the wounded soldiers "unload”. She didn't really
understand the significance of what was going on at such
a young age.

Tn 1920 ,her family, alonz with her widowed grandmother,
moved to the United States. They moved toc Raton, New tiexico
where Mana's Aunt Jary 1ived. Mary had been sent 1o
Hanz's great aunt when the rest of Nana's mother's family
moved to India in 18835. Mot realizing distances in those
days Mary did not see ner mother again until they moved to
Raton and llary was & grandmother nerself. Mary is the
first generation of American relatives.

tiana remembers that 1t wasn't too difficult to adjust 1o
+ne American culture. They all knew the English lansguage,
and it didn’t take long to change ner accent.

One thing she did have to ad just to was the presence
of boys in her American clasarcom. She had attended an

all zirls grammar school in England. 1t is understandable

that the prasence of boys would definitely taxe some getting
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uged to considoring ner
and she nadn'i had much exposure <o tne male vopulation.
Manz didn't remember the structure of ner clasroon,
‘ust that the cnildren were placsd in different age grousns.
Nana's family then moved froa lew lexico 1o Hamilton
Ontario, Canada. Tlana attended collezgiate and after
zraduating went to wusinese colleze. hlle she woe taking
husiness courses.che worked nights and weekends in a
bakery to helv take some of the financial burden off of
her mcther. |
After Dusiness college she worked in an of fice wnere
she met the love of her life, Norman “ntwistle. Norman was
vorn in 190% in Lancashire Ergland. His father's people
nad been farmers for many years in the area named "Entwistle".
Moprman attended school in IZIngland untill age fifteen. In
1919 Norman moved to Canada. He attended business college
in Canada. After college he accepted his first position as
a staff member with a large hardware company. He was wilth
the company for his entire business life of fifty years. He
vegan with general office work and worked his way into
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or. waich gave him control. and responsibility for
cenerating sales with largze ind

Norman came from a large family. His father, Richard
rom a family of itwelve children. He
remembers nhis father’a participation In: the Canadian army

during “orld War I. He served actively in the war zone

in Prence being injured twice, but not too czricusly.
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lorman's mother, lartha Zllen Towmleyv, was from a fanllwy of
five ciiildren. Tozether Richard and lartha had six children.
The Tntwistlas ware a close family zand wers well adiusted

to sach other. I'm sure Norman's fanil: ties vlay a great

rman provosed to Mary privately on bended knee. He
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askaed for and received permission from Nana's mother and with

Er

Be good to her”.

[43]

the permission came a plea to
During her engagement she ended her interest in the
equestrian life. A lady she knew had a horse ané encouraged
Nanz to exercise 1t. One day she was riding along the side
of a road when some boys shot her horse with a catapult. The
horse fell into a ditch with Nana underneath. Two men in 2
car stopped to help her out of the ditch. Nelther the horse
or the rider were badly hurt, but Norman put his foot down
and ended MNana's riding adventures.
Dating Norman was enjoyable for Nana to remember.
When her grandmother was alive she loved vlaying cards and
would capture Norman before they could get out the door.
‘Then Nana and Grandpa did make it past Nana's grandmother
they went for a walk or to the movieg. then Grandrpa

got his first car they drove around and explored new
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places., They went to many dances. MNana thinks there were
more dances when she was growing up, and peonle really got

geg and all. She expressed her
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"dregsed” in even
observaticn that now everyone just wears whatever they

like.
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spnecial gift. It was a ceed vearl necklzace that che
. L S
treacures to this day. In January of 1982 at ner eldest jq@M
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grandaughter s twenty~-first oilrtnday celebratlicon Hana fzve
ner neclzlace as a gift. It was a special time for HNanz
to share her past with her srandenild. There wasn't a ary
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eye in the ho

T .

In 1932 Norman and Mary nad a formal church wedding.
d

They invited about fifty family members and friends .
Tne soloist in the church cholr sang, "The Volce that
Greathed O'er Eden". Nana vividly remembers seelng the

organist smile and bow to them as they went up to the

alter. They could see her reflection in the mirror above

the organ.

They honeymooned in northern Onterie at Take Simcoe.

They stayed at the Sanders hotel. The resort had golf

eourts and tennis courts which was gqulte unusual for that

time.,

on June 17, 1937 they had thelir first child Joanne

Entwistle. Nana and Grandpa were very proud of Joanne
while she was growing up. She was an "A" student, and

an excellent athlete. After Joznne came HOrma. Norma

was tne second daughter and final cnild. Shu was also an

athlete znd excelled in figure skating.

vapa and Grandpa survived quite well during the

tary

Depression. They were very thankful that they had work, but

along with everyocne else their fuiure looked blealk. It seemed

easier to adjust to the hardship because they Xnew they
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was involved with the war effort, He was ziven special

areas. He wes also able to

(
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permit hin to go inte resirict
zet a new automobile and the zas he needed. A8 thay lived
|
in peace 1in Canada they, as vell as the rest of +the zallied
public, were unaware of the plight of the Jewish people.
As the war went on they felt like they weren't hearing the
whole story about the camps. When the news came oul
abvout the extermination camps they were shocked and
sickened by the awful treaiment of innocent people.
Canada's involvemen® with the United States provided
inem with first hand information on most events and happenings.
Thronss iadlc Nana and Grandpa got to hear nistorical
events while they were in Trogress. They rememter nhearing
resident Roosevelt's speech and declaration of war on Japan,
Cermany,and Italy.
Nana finds 1t interesting to think tack to the
times when television was non-existent. She remembers
when veryv few veople had 2 radio, and you needed an ear-
piece in one ear to near anything.
Another radic broadcast that they remember was the
description of the battle of two British destroyers and
o small cruiser with the new modern German battleshlp

the "GraT Spee". The "Graf Spee™ was badly damaged and
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emtzred a neutral wort. I+ was ziven tuenty~four hours
tq leave vort. o5 Tne BnlT emerged into cpen sea it was

the ship, sacrificinz nis 1ifs. 1t was an exciting broad-

The interests tnat Nana snd Grandpa have In the

aviroment and scclety nave motivated them to travel.
Travelling has been one of the most outstanding parts of
their 1lives. They have drivén seross the United States
many times. They have enjoyed camping and seszing unusual
places. BEvery time they would visit Joanne's family in
California they would drive out on & aifferent route. Also,
+their dszughter iorma 1ives in Yellowxnife in the North West
Territories in Canada. They have had opportunities te¢ visit
her and get 2 roeling for the culture of the Eskimos.

They have aleo lived in, as well as travelled, Zurope and

the world.
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other parts

In June of 1952 they celebrated their fiftieth wedding
anniversary. Thelr ramily and friends gathered in the
Morth Vlest Territories to share the day with them. Joanne
even Tlew out from nalifornia to surprise them llana and
Grandpa botn agree that their anniversary was Supe rb. They
nhad their two most prized possessions ,their daughters,
with Them.

vMana's family has been Very important to her through-
out her 1ife. I wondered 1f she would have been interested
in pursulng a career hile she was raising her family. She

doesn't regret that she never worked. She was interested
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in *the medical fleld and

three and tThe

yEars, pay was

that deterred her from a career is relief th
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children demand the full

If they didn’t have children Hana would
it were financlally necessary.

Hana believes that society nhas had a lot

growth. People are hetter looked after in every way.

has gceen usg become more swere of each others needs,

feels that people are more willing to stand by and help

each other out.
Nana and Grandpa are presently living in the same

house they have lived in since 1932. 1In retrospect they

~ould probably change Very 1ittle in tnelr lives.
P 2

the church and local country club.

are active in

wallk daily to keep in shape, and they enjoy each ofhers

company. They are hapdy, interesting, and lovable reovle,

and I'm very proud to have them for grandparents.
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